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Growing oysters for a
cleaner Bay
Winter 2021

The TOGA Annual Membership
Meeting will be held January 22,
2022, 1:30 PM to 4 PM
Please join us for a fun and educational
event. We have
not yet decided
whether the
meeting will be all
virtual, as in
2021, or a hybrid
of in-person (at VIMS, Gloucester Point)
and virtual.
If the meeting is both in-person and
virtual, it will be very similar to the precovid19 meetings, except that VIMS
requires masks for indoor events. VIMS
has successfully returned to in-person
gatherings. If not enough oyster
gardeners register for the in-person
meeting, then the meeting may again be
virtual.
Either way you can expect the following:
 the winning 2021 Youth Writing
Contest papers;
 TOGA business meeting including
election of Board members for
2022 and voting on potential
changes to the TOGA bylaws;

http://www.oystergardener.org/
 summary of 2021
accomplishments and current
projects;
 update on the TOGA/VIMS
Student Scholarship Endowment;
 introduction and a brief talk by a
current Endowment VIMS
graduate student;
 and the keynote talk described
herein.
If we have an in-person meeting, we
will enjoy the traditional oyster stew
cook off and the other pot luck dishes,
so please bring your favorite stew or
side dish.
The keynote talk will feature Dr. Bill
Walton, Acuff
Professor of
Marine Science
and Coordinator
of the Shellfish
Aquaculture
Program at
VIMS. While the
potential
beneficial
effects of
shellfish
aquaculture on water quality have been
addressed, there is less recognition of
other potential benefits of shellfish

aquaculture to the public. Bill will
discuss the potential creation of habitat,
shoreline protection, cultural values and
jobs in rural coastal communities. He
will also discuss possible future
directions for Virginia shellfish
aquaculture.
By registering now and signing up for
either in-person or virtual attendance,
you will help us determine if there is
adequate interest in an onsite in-person
meeting.
This link will allow you to registerhttps://forms.gle/mZgo9CY9EJj4Yd1b6 .
For convenience, you may go to
https://www.oystergardener.org/annualmeeting and click on TOGA Annual
Membership Meeting Registration .

presentation at last year’s annual
meeting.
Fei Da is researching the impact of
nutrients on hypoxia in the Chesapeake,
human impacts on the Bay, and
translating research into usable and
actionable information.
Anna Poslednik is in the new class of
students that joined
VIMS in September and
has research interests in
marine ecology,
parasitology, disease
ecology, and population
genetics. She is
scheduled to give a
presentation at TOGA’s annual meeting
in January.

Thank you for signing up early!

VIMS Introduces the Current
Recipients of the TOGA/VIMS
Fellowship Endowment
The Tidewater Oyster Gardeners
(TOGA) Fellowship, established to
support students researching shellfish
and
Chesapeake
Bay
ecological
restoration at
William &
Mary’s School of Marine Science at the
Virginia Institute of Marine Science
(VIMS), is providing support for three
Ph. D. students this year.
Alexandria (Alex) Marquardt’s research
focuses on molluscs, shellfisheries,
fisheries management, science
communication, and life-history traits.
Alex shared her research in a

Fei Da and advisor Marjy Friedrichs will
introduce water-quality forecasting on
February 15th as part of the happy hour
seminar series hosted by VIMS/Virginia
Sea Grant and TOGA.
-Susan Maples, VIMS Director of Development

Annual Meeting By-Law changes
to be voted on by the TOGA
membership
Following proposal by the 2021 Board of
Directors to amend the bylaws:
TIDEWATER OYSTER GARDENERS’
ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS
AMENDMENT ARTICLE III:
ORGANIZATION, ELECTION AND
DUTIES
old
Section 4: The Executive Board shall consist of the
elected officers of the Association, the Past President of
the Association, the President Emeritus, the President
Emeritus/Engineer, the President Emeritus/Education,
and four members -at-large. All of these positions will
have full voting privileges.

new
Section 4: The Executive Board shall
consist of the elected officers of the
Association, the Past President of the
Association, the President Emeritus, the
President Emeritus/Engineer, the
President Emeritus/Education, the
President Emeritus/Youth Participation,
and six members -at-large. All of these
positions will have full voting privileges.
The proposed TOGA Slate of Officers
and Board Members for 2021:
Officers
President - Doug Schaefer
Vice President - Sue Borra
Treasurer - Brian Ingram
Secretary - Carl Zulick
Past President - Terry Lewis
Members at Large:
Ken Hammond
Sue Stiff
Lou Castagnola
Russell Mait
Mark Besore
Richard Siciliano
The following Presidents Emeriti were
voted in by TOGA’s membership at
previous Annual Meetings:
President Emeritus—Jackie Partin,
TOGA Founder
President Emeritus/ Education—Brian
Wood
President Emeritus/ Engineer—Vic
Spain
President Emeritus/ Youth
Participation—Mike Sanders
Updates and details will be added to
https://www.oystergardener.org/annualmeeting in the weeks leading to the
Annual Meeting.

TOGA Middle School Essay
Contest Deadline Looming
The Tidewater Oyster Gardeners
Association (TOGA) Middle School
Essay Contest deadline is December
15, 2021.
"Now is the time for Middle School

students to get creative and write an
essay about the value of oysters to the
Bay and this whole area," said Terry
Lewis, TOGA Contest Chair.
After very successful Middle School
Writing Contests the past eight years,
TOGA is offering prizes of $500, $250,
and $100 for first, second and third
places respectively for the top essays.
A prize of $200 will also be awarded to
the school of the top entry. The theme
of the essays is "Consider the Oyster.”
The competition is open to all Virginia
students in grades 6, 7 and 8. Homeschooled students are welcome to enter.
Winners for 2021 will be announced at
the TOGA annual membership meeting
on January 22, 2022. The three top
winners will be published on the TOGA
website, and may be published in other
publications or websites, including the
Virginia Outdoor Writers Association
website.
The essays should be written in WORD
format and attached to an e-mail. The

submissions can be made between now
and the December 15 annual deadline.
For more information, to view the entry
form, and to see the 2020 winners and
their essays, go to
https://www.oystergardener.org/youthwriting-contest.

you can learn more about the pier
design and the history of TOGA at
Camp Kekoka.

Please Help TOGA Fund the
Madison Boyd Memorial Pier at
Camp Kekoka
TOGA has cherished its partnership with
Camp Kekoka for
many years. Now
we look forward
to improvements
allowing us to
continue teaching
a younger generation about the very
important stewardship of the oysters in
the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.
In 2019, it became obvious that the dock
used by TOGA at Camp Kekoka to
manage the educational oyster reef and
teaching oyster garden had to be
replaced. This is necessary to add
restoration oysters, spat and shell; to
educate youngsters on Bay
stewardship; and to facilitate research
by professionals, educators, students
and TOGA.
Thanks to the hard work by Ken
Hammond (Board member and MOG),
the building permit has been approved.
We have a cost estimate and an
agreement to start building in spring
2022. At
https://www.oystergardener.org/campkekoka

This new pier will be named for Madison
Boyd, who passed away April 12, 2020.
Madison is greatly missed by TOGA and
the Boys and Girls Club and Camp
Kekoka folks. He began TOGA's
involvement with the camp, and for five
years, he spent many hours teaching
young people about oysters and their
importance to the Bay. His legacy as a
youth champion will be long
remembered and honored.
A pivotal building block for any such
endeavor by TOGA is the support of its
members and the public. None of the
oyster- related
accomplishments to
date at Camp
Kekoka would have
happened without
the considerable time
and care given by
volunteers. Now we ask for that
generous spirit to continue with
everyone taking part in the donation

drive underway to support the muchneeded improvements.
Donations can be provided through
PayPal (do
not need a
PayPal
account,
only credit
card) on
the TOGA
website
https://www.oystergardener.org/campkekoka, or checks sent to TOGA at P.O.
Box 2463, Gloucester, VA 23061 (with
note on check that it is for the Camp
Kekoka pier). In addition, we can accept
donations of boats, motors or other such
items. Any gift will be greatly
appreciated.
Updates on this project will be in future
TOGA newsletters. If you have any
questions, please contact the TOGA
President Emeritus for Education, Brian
Wood at email: awood45858@aol.com.
-Brian Wood, MOG

in discussion on a selection of hot topics
in oyster aquaculture research.
Whether you are a seasoned Master
Oyster Gardener (MOG), a newbie, or
an oyster enthusiast, this series is sure
to broaden your oyster horizons.
The second opportunity is our Master
Oyster Gardener Course. This is an indepth course for oyster gardeners with
at least 1-year experience and who want
to participate in TOGA’s outreach
mission through dedicated volunteer
service.
A brief description of both opportunities
is below. For more details and to
register/apply visit oystergardener.org or
contact Karen Hudson
khudson@vims.edu.
VIMS / Virginia Sea Grant and the
Tidewater Oyster Gardeners
Association present: A (virtual)
happy hour seminar series February
8, 15 and 22 from 5:30 – 6: 30 pm via
Zoom


Educational Opportunity knocks
in 2022
TOGA members - mark your calendars
for some exciting educational
opportunities
brought to you by
the Virginia Institute
of Marine Science /
Virginia Sea Grant
and TOGA to kick off the new year.
February features a virtual happy hour
lecture series with VIMS faculty and
graduate student pairs providing brief
presentations and engaging participants





February 8: Emily Rivest and
Annie Schatz discuss their work
engaging citizens in water quality
monitoring and how their research
helps oyster stakeholders.
February 15: Marjy Friedrichs and
Fei Da introduce you to
forecasting water quality in the
Bay and how these tools are being
applied to determine the
vulnerability of oyster aquaculture
and restoration to environmental
stressors.
February 22: Ryan Carnegie and
Elizabeth Weatherup discuss new
investigations into Dermo disease.
Could genetic variability of Dermo

disease be an important
consideration for regional
biosecurity of shellfish seed?
VIMS / Virginia Sea Grant and the
Tidewater Oyster Gardeners
Association offer the Master Oyster
Gardeners Course (MOG) May –
June, 2022
Online applications will be accepted until
April 8, 2022.
The MOG course content will be
delivered in 1-hour modules held
virtually via Zoom on Tue/Thur evenings
at 6:00 pm beginning May 10 and
continuing through June 9, 2022.
There will be two in-person activities
scheduled on a Saturday (tentatively
May 14 and June 11). Applicants are
expected to have the availability to
attend most, if not all, sessions as the
discussions will be an important part of
the course.
The MOG course purpose is to provide
a steady stream of highly trained
volunteers who can lead TOGA’s
outreach mission. The first MOG course
was held in 1998 and graduated
nineteen enthusiastic MOGs. The 2021
MOG course had the largest class (26)
and the first to test out the virtual format
which was so successful it has been
adopted as the format moving forward.
Learn more about oyster gardening
fundamentals; oyster biology and life
history; oyster diseases; the various
“critters” that live in and around oyster
gardens; and the regulatory and human
health issues surrounding oyster
gardening.

Attendees
will also get
a start-tofinish look at
the oyster
cultivation
process at
the VIMS
oyster
hatchery.
-Karen Hudson, VIMS

Float Sale, Williams Wharf
Landing
Oct. 2, 2021
TOGA held the fall float sales event at
Williams Wharf Landing in Mathews
County on Saturday, October 2.
Located just south of the historic
Mathews
Court
House
on the
East
River,
with its
own
history of
oyster operations, historic boatyard and
steamboat landings, this facility proved
to be an excellent venue and the
weather was perfect.
With the help of two separate float
builds at Camp Kekoka and the
assistance of a few individual TOGA
Board members and TOGA members
Bob Eadie and Miles Wong, we were
able to build 142 floats and spat tube
tumbler inserts to meet our pre-order
requests.

As in the past, Tidal Tumblers, Taylor
floats, and Flip floats continue to be the
most
popular
designs.
However,
new for
2021
(Deltaville
and
Williams
Wharf) were the Tidal Tumbler Spat
Tube Inserts which included small mesh
and medium mesh sizes to allow for
growing of spat. They were extremely
popular.
In addition to the sale of various other
oyster supplies and TOGA T-shirts and
hats, 2 vendors were on hand to sell
spat (diploid and triploid seed oysters).
The event continues to be one of
TOGA’s primary fundraising activities as
a 501c3 non-profit to benefit the
TOGA/VIMS Student Fellowship
Endowment and TOGA’s efforts to
rebuild the educational pier at Camp
Kekoka.
-Brian Ingram, MOG

Urbanna Oyster Festival
Education Day,
November 4, 2021
TOGA Gardeners Show Students
why it is important to “Consider
the Oyster”
“Just being here. I mean, my students
haven’t been able to go on a field trip for
over a year, so your being here is
wonderful!” That’s according to Lowery
VanBuskirk, a math and social studies

teacher at Middlesex Elementary
School. She was asked what she
thought about Urbanna Oyster Festival’s
Education Day on November 4, 2021.
Literally, the “field that came to them,”
was located on the campus of
Middlesex
Elementary
School in
Locust Hill,
Virginia.
VanBuskirk
TOGA display on “Education
explained
Day” included its oyster filtration
that since
display, with the bonus – and
the COVIDcrowd favorite -- of a live
seahorse guarding the oysters
19
while they filtered the Bay water
pandemic
made going on field trips impossible,
having the “field” come to them meant
everything. During 15-minute intervals
all day, students from both elementary
and middle schools in Middlesex County
walked from station to station (7 in all),
learning about the Tidewater area and
its rich resources. Exhibits included
those from the Tidewater Oyster

Doug Schaefer, TOGA President, speaks to
students from Saint Clare Middle School
about the benefits oysters bring to the
Chesapeake Bay and rivers of the Middle
Peninsula. Many of the students have family
members who are watermen

Gardeners Association (TOGA), as well
as Matthews Maritime Museum,
Tidewater Soil & Water Association, the
Waterman’s Museum, the Fairfield
Foundation, Friends of the

Rappahannock, and Virginia Institute of
Marine Science.

Hampton City Schools has had a history
of oyster restoration. In 2015, the
Science Department was awarded a
NOAA Bay Watershed Education and
Training (BWET) grant that enabled us
to begin our oyster restoration efforts.
We trained our first cohort of teachers
and provided them with Taylor floats

Carl Zulick (center), TOGA Master Oyster
Gardener, speaks to sixth grade students
from Saint Clare Middle School about oyster
gardening

The team of TOGA oyster gardeners
brought the classroom to students to
show why it’s important to “Consider the
Oyster” for its benefits for the health of
the Chesapeake Bay and the rivers in
the Middle Peninsula. Doug Schaefer,
Carl Zulick, Mike Ballato and Richard
Siciliano spoke to more than 280
students from three participating
schools: Middlesex Elementary School,
(grades 4 and 5), Saint Clare Middle
School (grades 6-8), and Chesapeake
Academy, along with over 20 teachers
and aides.
-Richard Siciliano, MOG

Hampton City Schools
Partners with TOGA
Ezeriah, a fourth grader at Kilgore Gifted
Center said, “Oysters make reefs. They
filter the Bay. But now there aren’t a lot
of them.” His classmate Zoey excitedly
reported, “I found three baby blue crabs
and one worm!” Ezeriah and Zoey are
two of many Hampton City School
students who are currently benefiting
from a collaboration with the Tidewater
Oyster Gardeners Association.

and spat. Between 2015 and 2019
when the grant funding ended, HCS
teachers and their students placed
approximately 96,000 oysters on local
reefs – one in the Hampton River
working with Claire Neubert and the
Elizabeth Lake Neighborhood
Association and one on a reef our Albert
W. Patrick Elementary (formerly Booker
Elementary) 5th graders established in
the Back River with the help of CBF and
Joint Base Langley-Eustis.
After grant funding ended, COVID
further handicapped efforts to continue.
Fast forward to the summer of 2021
when I contacted TOGA and began
conversations with Vic Spain. I reached
out to all teachers in our district who had
previously raised oysters and found 3
high school, 4 middle school, and 2
elementary school educators who were
eager to continue.
On Saturday, September 4, teachers
met Vic Spain in the parking lot of
Sandy Bottom Nature Park to pick up
replacement equipment (which included
7 mesh bags and 5 tidal tumblers) and

4,000 spat, courtesy of very generous
donations by TOGA. Teachers listened
intently to
Vic’s
instructions
and soaked
up his tips
garnered
from years of
experience.
Teachers also received habitat cubes
with spat on shell from CBF. By noon,
all spat were safely settled in their new
homes.
In addition to us doing our part to
replenish the number of oysters in the
Bay and improve water quality, our work
with oysters helps our educators
address required concepts outlined in
the 2018 Science Standards of Learning
(SOLs) in a way that is both real-world
and relevant. It also meets the 2014
Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Agreement’s educational mandate that
every Virginia student have a minimum
of one Meaningful Watershed
Educational Experience (MWEE) in
elementary, middle, and high school.
Teachers bring their oysters into the
classroom on a
regular basis (they
aim for 1 time per
month). Students
are introduced to
both the economic
and ecological
importance of
Virginia’s native
shellfish. The
oysters are used in
several different lessons that help
students better understand the nature of
science.

For example, teachers have students
participate in an activity that illustrates
the importance of random sampling and
how non-random sampling can lead to
the collection of faulty data. Students
practice their measurement skills and
apply mathematics in calculating the
mean, median and mode with respect to
oyster size. This data is recorded in
science journals each time the oysters
are measured and is plotted on a line
graph to show growth of the oysters
over time.
Because the oysters are placed in
various locations,
teachers can
compare the growth
of their oysters to
others growing in a
different location.
Inevitably, students
discover other
organisms
coexisting with their
oysters, which leads to the discussion of
oyster reefs as habitat. Students use a
dichotomous key to identify the
organisms and learn how each is
adapted for survival on the oyster reef.
Discussion of oysters as natural filters
serves as a springboard to discuss
water quality.
Students learn
about such
parameters as
dissolved
oxygen, pH,
turbidity,
salinity,
nitrates, and
phosphates and take measurements of

each. Teachers use the EnviroScape
model to illustrate how our everyday
actions impact sediment, toxin, and
nutrient pollution in our waterways.
When we in Hampton City Schools
counted our blessings this
Thanksgiving, many of us included
TOGA for its generosity that has made
this valuable experience available to our
teachers and students.
-Betsy McAllister, Hampton City School
STEM Teacher Specialist

8th Annual TOGA Volunteer
Appreciation Party a
Resounding Success
More than 60 people showed up at the
Piankatank Community League facility
near Gloucester on Saturday, October
16, to enjoy great camaraderie with their
fellow volunteers and to partake in some
wonderful food and beverages at the
TOGA Volunteer Appreciation Party.
More than 750 fresh oysters in the shell
and two gallons
of shucked
oysters were
provided by
TOGA to say
thanks to our
dedicated
volunteers. One
of the highlights of the party was the
delicious fried oysters prepared by
Stacie Foley, who makes perhaps the
best fried oysters in the whole Atlantic
Seaboard area. Add to this plenty of
special recipe oysters prepared by
several TOGA members, and the

wonderful side dishes brought for the
pot luck, and it was sure that no one
walked away hungry. In addition, there
was a variety of wine, beer, and
lemonade to wash it all down.
An extra special bonus for this year's
party was Sam
Bohnstedt of
SeaGlass
wines, who
provided an outstanding wine tasting of
their supremely tasty variety of wines.
"We wanted to say a great big thanks for
the many hours donated by our TOGA
volunteers, who are really the heart and
soul of this organization," said TOGA
Past President and party organizer
Terry Lewis. "Without these people and
their interest in promoting oyster
gardening, there would simply not be a
Tidewater Oyster Gardener Association,
so it's important to come together at
least once a year to swap stories, learn
about oystering from each other, and
just relax and have a good time," he
said.

At the party there was a listing of
upcoming events for more volunteers to

sign up to assist. But if you couldn't
make it and you want to enjoy the party
next year, check out the upcoming
events listed in this newsletter or on the
website and just contact the coordinator
and tell them you can help.
The TOGA Board is planning many
exciting events for 2022, and we'll need
many more volunteers. Please join in
and earn your pass to the 9th annual
Volunteer Party to be held in 2022!

WESTMORELAND STATE PARK
OYSTER GARDEN COMPLETES
FIRST GROWING SEASON,
THANKS TO TOGA
The Oyster Garden Demonstration
Project at
Westmoreland
State Park in
Montross,
Virginia, just
completed its
first successful
growing season
on the Potomac
River. TOGA
Westmoreland State Park
supported this
Oyster Garden at the boat
dock on the Potomac
educational
program by
supplying the oyster floats and spat and
TOGA members volunteered to lead the
project.
Hundreds of visitors learned about the
importance of oysters to the health of
the Chesapeake Bay and Potomac
River and discovered the fun of oyster
gardening. TOGA volunteers
conducted monthly oyster inspections
and talks at the Park, and the Park staff
conducted additional educational

programs. Due to the lower salinity of
this part of the Potomac, the oyster
growth was moderate, but they are
thriving.

Westmoreland Oyster Growth
May-October 2021

The Park also took the Oyster Garden
Project to the local community in
Montross
and featured
the program
at the State
Park booth
at the
September
First Friday
event and also at the October Fall
Festival. TOGA was prominently
featured at
both of
Westmoreland State Park
Oyster Garden Exhibit 2021
these
events.
At the October Appreciation Party for
park staff and
volunteers,
TOGA set up
an oyster bar
and supplied
the steamed
oysters. For
many of the
younger park staff, this was the first time
they had
TOGA Steamed Oyster Bar
at the Staff and Volunteer
Appreciation Party

experienced an oyster tasting.
The Friends of Westmoreland State
Park greatly appreciates all the support
TOGA provided to make this important
educational project a reality.
For 2022, TOGA will supply Oyster
Education Signage for the
Westmoreland Boat Dock and will help
design an exhibit in the Discovery
Center. If you are interested in getting
involved in this ongoing program,
contact TOGA members Sue Borra
(sue.borra@gmail.com) or Eric Hentges
(ericjhentges@gmail.com.)

Yorktown Watermen’s Museum
Exhibit Funded by VA
Chesapeake Bay License Plates
Using grant monies from the
Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund
(CBRF),
TOGA
developed
an outdoor
exhibit on
the
boardwalk
of the
Yorktown Watermen’s Museum. It is
under construction and will open in early
December.
The museum wanted to focus on
biology, the contribution of oysters to the
bay’s ecosystem, and the cultivation of
oysters. The exhibit consists of 5
educational panels accompanied by one
of TOGA’s cages, either a Downunder,
a tidal tumbler, a Taylor float, a bottom
cage, or a flip float. TOGA also
provided a bottle/tube cage and a sign
for the museum’s hand tongs and oyster
dredge.

CBRF is funded through the Department
of Motor Vehicle’s Chesapeake Bay

First of five exhibit panels at the Watermen’s
Museum in Yorktown

license plate program. Bay plates cost
$25 a year, and after the sale of the first
1,000 plates, $15.00 of the fee is
transferred to the fund’s Advisory
Committee for environmental education
and restoration projects for the Bay and
its tributaries. TOGA is one of 35 CBRF
grantees in 2022.
TOGA is currently working on new
exhibits for the Reedville Fishermen’s
Museum and Westmoreland State Park,
as well as others. These exhibits will
complement the existing outdoor
displays at the Deltaville Maritime
Museum and Williams Wharf in
Mathews.
-Carl Zulick, MOG

TOGA is proud to be a partner.
www.chesapeakeoysteralliance.org

The TOGA Speakers Bureau
Did you know that TOGA is full of
people that
like to talk
about
oysters? Yes,
we have a
group of
public
speakers that
would be glad
to come to
your club, group, or organization and let
them know about oysters and the
Chesapeake Bay.
Topics include Oyster Gardening, the
History of Oysters in the Bay, and
Oyster Biology.
We get invited to speak to many diverse
groups throughout the Northern Neck,
Middle Peninsula, and the Lower
Tidewater Area including Williamsburg.
Upcoming events include the USCG
Auxiliary Flotilla 33
Change of Watch
Dinner, and an event
open to the public, The
Turner Lecture Series
at the Deltaville
Maritime Museum on
February 13, 2022, at 2:00 PM.
If you would like a TOGA public speaker
to talk at your upcoming event, please
contact Vic Spain at
vicspain@rocketmail.com or (804) 4131020 or Doug Schaefer at
subiceguy@hotmail.com or (804) 5801456.
-Doug Schaefer, MOG

Request to Pay your 2022 TOGA
Dues
As an entirely volunteer organization,
TOGA works because of its members’
contributions of their time and money.
Many of
you have
received a
letter
reminding
you that
you have not paid your dues. The
reason we remind members to do this is
because our annual membership cost is
small ($15.00 per year per family), so
renewal is easily overlooked. The
response from our members has been
great, and TOGA thanks you for your
continued support.
There are now multiple ways to renew
your TOGA membership. You may use
the TOGA Membership Form that
comes with
the mailed
TOGA
Newsletter.
Or on our
TOGA
website
https://www.oystergarderer.org you can
click on the Hot Key “Join TOGA” on the
right-side middle. This takes you to a
PayPal site where you can use a credit
card or PayPal to renew your
membership.
That $15.00 provides members the
following benefits:
The TOGA newsletter which
contains both the latest Oyster
Gardening information and our
educational outreach efforts.

All the TOGA outreach eventseducational (Youth outreach, and the
Writing Contest), instructional (Float
Building), academic (Regional Lecture
Series).
The dissemination of newly
learned techniques to improve Growing
Oysters for a Cleaner Bay.

If you received this newsletter in the
mail, please check
the year by your
name on the
address label. If it
is 2021 or earlier,
then your 2022
dues are due in
January 2022.
Dues payment is
for one calendar year, not 12 months
from the payment date. If you believe
we have made an error, please contact
Vic Spain at vicspain@rocketmail.com,
(804) 642-6764. We ask that if you know
someone who would like to join TOGA,
please assist them.

Newsletter News
The newsletter is published 3 times a
year and is mailed to all TOGA
members. Full color copies of this and
past newsletters may be seen on the
website at
http://www.oystergardener.org/newslette
rs

The deadline for the next newsletter is
March 13,
2022. Any
TOGA
member who
wishes to
submit an
article for the newsletter may do so prior
to the deadline date. Articles will be
printed as space allows.
Upcoming Events
14 December 21 TOGA Board of Directors Meeting 10:00
– 11:30 AM, Virginia Institute of Marine Science, Davis
Hall Room 101, 1370 Greate Rd, Gloucester Point, VA
23062
15 December 21, Middle School Writing Contest Essays
due, Event Coordinator: Terry Lewis, lewistmn@msm.com,
See TOGA Website for Information at
https://www.oystergardener.org/youth-writing-contest
11 January 22, TOGA Board of Directors Meeting 10:00 –
11:30 AM, location TBD
22 January 22, TOGA Annual Meeting, Sponsored by
VIMS (Virginia Institute of Marine Science), 1370 Greate
Rd, Gloucester Point, VA 23062, See TOGA Website for
Information at https://www.oystergardener.org/annualmeeting
13 February 22, Turner Lecture Series (TOGA Oyster
Gardening Presentation), Deltaville Maritime Museum, 287
Jackson Creek Rd., Deltaville, VA 23043, 2:00 PM
13 March 22, Spring Newsletter articles due, email
vicspain@rocketmail.com
To stay posted on the 2022 schedule as it evolves, see
https://www.oystergardener.org/schedule

Our newsletter and many of our activities are funded by the sale of Chesapeake Bay
license plates

http://dmv.virginia.gov/exec/vehicle/splates/info.asp?idnm=CB
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Annual Dues are $15
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City, State, and Zip Code: _______________________________________________________
Telephone: __________________________Email: ___________________________________
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_______Please check here if you use this form only to update your information (and not to pay
dues)
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